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Oliver (1996) explained, in last year's Yearbook, the position of

Bruckenthalia within the Ericoideae, and indicated that it was
impossible to maintain it as a distinct genus. Bruckenthalia should

be reduced to synonymy with Erica, when the name of its only species

reverts to the original Erica spiculifolia Salisb.

Bruckenthalia is too useful and memorable a name to be
abandoned completely, and I suggest that it should be retained as a

handy everyday name (not printed in italics) for this particular

heather, which is so distinctive.

White-flowered Bruckenthalia plants do not have a valid botanical

name within the genus Erica although one published by McClintock

(1984) exists within the now redundant genus Bruckenthalia; a new
combination is necessary and is made here.

Seedlings from the original Carpathian clone have been raised

and are also white-flowered. Thus there are now many potential

clones within this form but none has been given a cultivar name.

Erica spiculifolia f. albiflora (D. C. McClintock) E. C. Nelson & D. C.

McClintock comb. nov.
Basionym Bruckenthalia spiculifolia f. albiflora D. C. McClintock, The plantsman

6 (1984): 191 . Holotypus: ex horto, Sedlonov, Czechoslovakia [planta ex monte Retezat,

E. Carpathians Roumania], J. Grulich&J. Chmelar, 1 June 1983. BM.
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